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The Nation’s Report Card (NAEP)
Idaho Participation in 2005

270 Schools in 96 Districts
(Districts marked in Yellow)

Grade 4 in 161 Schools
Grade 8 in 106 Schools

Grade 12 in 6 Schools



Rules Governing Participation
• “Education Sciences Act” (ESA)

– All participation in NAEP assessments is voluntary
• “No Child Left Behind Act” (NCLB)

– States and districts receiving Title I funds must 
participate in NAEP

– Parents can opt-out their children from NAEP

• Idaho State Board of Education’s “Rules 
Governing Thoroughness”
– All students must participate in NAEP, if selected



Even though the National Center for Education 
Statistics in the U.S. Department of Education 
pays for and administers NAEP, there is no 
federal requirement that an individual student 
complete all or any part of the assessment. 
However, Idaho administrative law does require 
that students enrolled in Idaho public schools 
(and public charter schools) participate in NAEP, 
if selected, just as they would in the Idaho 
Standards Achievement Tests or any of the other 
state mandated assessments.



New NAGB Policies to Implement 
the “No Child Left Behind Act”

• Parent Notification about Federal Rules
– Individual student participation is voluntary
– Parent may opt-out student from the testing

• Public Access to NAEP Materials
– No “personally identifiable” information
– Within 45 days of written request
– Demonstration Booklets

• Complaints



ISAT Design:
Results for Students, Schools, 
Districts, and the State

• All schools (including 
public charter schools) 
participate

• All students are tested 
(provisions for IEP/LEP)

• Students complete the
“whole test”



NAEP Design:
Results for State and Nation
• Only sample of schools in state invited 

to take part (“probability sample”)
• Only sample of students in those 

schools are tested
• Students don’t take all items (only 50 

minutes of a 4 to 6 hour test)
• Student identity, by law, is confidential
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Reading Grade 4: All Students
ISAT Proficient & NAEP Basic
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NAEP data can be organized 
by background information 
reported by students/staff.

Students from schools where 
principals reported that Eighth 
Grade Algebra was offered for high 
school credit had an average math 
score in 2003 (281) that was higher 
than in 2000 (276).  

Students from schools where 
principals reported that Eighth 
Grade Algebra was NOT offered for 
high school credit had an average 
math score in 2003 (276) that was 
not different from 2000 (278).



Visit Idaho NAEP at http://www.sde.state.id.us/naep/




